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WHITEMAN PARK — LEAD LEVELS — DRINKING WATER 
Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [12.04 pm]: I wish to advise the house about 
concerns regarding the quality of drinking water at Whiteman Park and a drinking fountain at Babbler Park in 
Bennett Springs. My office was advised on Monday afternoon by a media outlet that had commissioned testing 
and determined both locations had elevated lead levels in the water. At Whiteman Park the concerns focus on 
elevated lead levels in drinking water around the village and Mussel Pool areas. Water in those areas is sourced 
from an aquifer and filtered and treated on site. Meanwhile, the fountain at Babbler is supplied water by the 
Integrated Water Supplies Scheme. I was advised this morning that the Water Corporation’s test results 
conducted this week reveal that there is no lead above health guideline levels in the water supplying the fountain. 
As a precautionary measure, the City of Swan has closed water fountains at the park and is conducting 
independent water tests within Babbler Park. I spoke to the mayor about this this morning. Upon notification on 
Monday afternoon of the alleged lead contamination, I took precautionary action and directed that these sources 
of drinking water be turned off until further testing had been completed. 
The park can remain open, and staff at Whiteman Park were briefed about the matter on Tuesday. On Monday 
afternoon my office also contacted the City of Swan, which manages Babbler Park, and the offices of the 
Minister for Health and the Minister for Water. An independent laboratory is testing water samples from 
Whiteman Park. I have been advised that results should be available very soon. Upon receipt of these results, 
further action will be taken if required. The Department of Health has also offered to work with the park 
management to review the testing regime for the park. The health and safety of staff, volunteers, attraction 
operators and visitors to Whiteman Park is my paramount concern, which is why the water will remain switched 
off until we receive the results of the water sampling. 

The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines state that based on health considerations for a two-year-old child 
drinking one litre a day over a long-term period, concentration of lead in drinking water should not exceed 
0.01 milligram a litre. The Department of Health has advised that it would not expect a child who visited the site 
and drank water from the system from time to time to have any adverse health effects. The Department of Health 
reviewed water testing for Whiteman Park in 2007 and 2004. No issues were raised at that time in relation to 
testing. The Water Corporation has previously conducted tests for metals in the water being supplied to the 
Babbler Park water meter and those tests revealed no detection of lead above health guideline levels. 
Water Corporation tests for metals across the water supply system occur annually in accordance with 
Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. 
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